
WTSBOA Membership Meeting Minutes 
Meeting #1 Liberty HS  

August 17, 2013 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Karen Henning at 
9:40. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to dispense with the reading 
of the minutes. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was given by Darrell Evans with a 
balance of $5,339.66 and $19,439.88 in reserve. 
 

TMEA Report given by Chris Piecuch 

• Dues increase for TMEA will be $3.00 and $2.00 for NAfME a 
total of $5.00. 

• Please nominate someone for TMEA president elect. 
• TMEA will be raising the yearly fee that each association 

pays from $800 to $1,200. 
• There will be a new logo introduced this year 
• TMEA/TBA added 50 new members from WTSBOA. 
• There will be a new editor of the Tennessee Musician. 
• A new state eligibility requirement will be developed for 

students in an attempt to line up the 3 regions. 
• TMEA website has been redesigned by Ken Greene and is 

much more user friendly with a new mobile App. 

TBA Report given by Chelsea Negray 

• The TBA Director’s Symposium on February 21st and 22nd the 
site is still undetermined. 

• The TBA sweepstakes award will be using each association’s 
sanctioned Marching Festival adjudication forms. 

• Clarification for the regional associations to use UIL 
sight reading music.  The music will be labeled with a 
“level” number that corresponds with the grade level 
performed on stage.   
Ex. If you play grade 4 on stage your sight reading will be 
labeled with “Level 4”. 

• It has been proposed to have each region choose from Solo 
and Ensemble festivals 2 or 3 of the best soloist’s with 
accompaniment for performances at 2014-2015 All State. 

• TMEA State Concert Festival lost significant money.  2014 
Festival will be at Vanderbilt on April 25-26. 

• TMEA Summer Forum June 15th and 16th 2014. 
• TBA will be working on improving communication with 

WTSBOA members.  Many members from West did not get 
added to the TBA database. 



STATE EVALUATION Report given by Dru Davison 

• Webinar coming soon about the changing policy landscape 
across Tennessee. 

• Work is being done on compensation reform. 
• Deferred the decision on the State Board trying to tie 

licensure to test scores. 
• Dru encourages the membership to be their own advocate 

for music in the schools. 
• Try to stay ahead and be informed about the Common Core 

State Standards.  Try to help your administrator 
translate the ways music teachers have already been 
doing this. 

• 1.  Teach students the aesthetic of music. 2  .school 
readiness 3.  life readiness.  4. Work force readiness. 

 

TMEA CONFERENCE REPORT given by Brad Turner 

• Brad comments that the meeting was very productive with 
the TMEA board and working out the logistics for the TMEA 
convention in Memphis in 2014 and 2015. 

• The Dallas Brass will perform in 3 different sessions in 2 
days. 

• Kurt Whalum will give the opening concert. 
• Dr. Tim will do the opening address and 2 different 

sessions on Thursday and Friday. 
• If you want to present a session apply on the TMEA website. 
• Brad encourages everyone to attend All-State we need to 

make WTSBOA shine. 
• Volunteer to help with unloading and setting rooms on 

Tuesday, April 8th at 5:00. 
• Jupiter will be providing percussion equipment for 

performances venues. 
• WE need WTSBOA members in different locations on 

Wednesday to help direct everyone to audition rooms.  
Please volunteer.  We need to use this opportunity to 
change perceptions from other regions about what WTSBOA 
is all about. 

ALL STATE Report given by Barry Trobaugh 

• Many people have been instrumental in bringing All 
State to Memphis 

• There will be a revised handbook for All State to 
clarify procedures. 

• No changes in All-State registration. 
• New rotation on state website for the additional 

instruments that rotate from year to year. 
• Contact Barry with questions. 

BAND Report given by Carol Chipman and Stephen Price 



• Clinicians and rehearsal chairs for Junior High Bands are:  
Blue Band-Sheilly Bell, Dutchtown HS, Baton Rouge 
LA/chair:  Theresa Clement.  Red Band-Jon Emerson, 
Booneville HS, Booneville MS/chair:  Ben Tucker.  Gold 
Band-O’Neal Douglas, Vadalia HS, Vadalia MS/chair: Kayla 
Price. 

• Clinicians and rehearsal chairs for Senior High Bands are:  
Wind Ensemble-Ronnie Wooten, Univ. of Northern IL/chair:  
Ben Martin.  Blue Band-Sigurd Johnson, North Dakota State 
Univ./chair: Bryan Scott.  Red Band-Marty Courtney, Lewis 
HS in TX/chair: Jason Eckford, Daniel Houston. 

ORCHESTRA Report given by James Weil 
• There will be a new configuration for All West 

Orchestra ensembles.  New excerpts will be selected for 
the 9-10 grade string ensemble by Daniel Strasser, Robin 
Greene and Andy Palmer. 

• All West clinicians will be:  Senior Orchestra – Dr. 
Robert Blaine, Jackson State University/chair: Alex 
Perry, 9/10 orchestra – Dr. Jordan Tang, Jackson, 
TN/chair: Steven Spangler, Jr. Strings – Dr. Guy Harrison, 
Arkansas State University/Chair: Rick Neal. 

JAZZ Report given by Jeff Huddleston 
• Jeff Huddleston thanks the participants of the West TN 

Jazz Festival.  He asks other members to consider 
attending. 

• The clinicians for All West are still in the process of being 
finalized. 

 

 
PAST PRESIDENT Report given by David Chipman 

• David reports that All West audition music will be posted 
this weekend. 

• Please use the mentoring link on the website if you need 
help with deadlines, reminders and the calendar. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Orchestra Restructure Proposals are presented by Andy 

Palmer and are outlined on the Meeting Agenda.  Proposal 
to Amend Article VIII, Section 2. A  Change the current 
(voted in May) Senior High Orchestra configuration 
to create a Senior High String Orchestra of 9th and 
10th graders and a High School Symphony Orchestra 
of 11th and 12th graders.  Reason:  This configuration 
mirrors the new TMEA All State Orchestras.  By creating 
similar ensembles, WTSBOA is able to send qualified 
students to both ensembles after they have participated 



in the All West Clinic.  Call for votes 52 in favor and 4 
opposed.  The motion passes. 

• Clarification that a ninth grade student can audition for 
Jr. band, Sr. band and Jazz band. 

• Calendar changes:  String Audition moved to November 9th 
at Bellevue Baptist Church 
String Solo and Ensemble Festival will be with the Band 
Solo and Ensemble Festival date. 

• Make sure to refresh you constitution by getting a fresh 
link that will reflect any by-law changes. 

• Hall of Fame nominees for 2014 are: Leeburn Harris, John 
Jones, Darrell Vinson and Jackie Thomas.  Motion made to 
accept the nominees.  Motion passes. 

NEW BUSINESS 
NOTE: By-Law changes are needed to update officer duties 
and responsibilities as well as align our bylaws to reflect 
TMEA mandated changes.  All amendment changes have been 
listed on the meeting agenda.  The minutes will reflect the 
result of the vote on the proposed changes.                           
 

• Article IV adding a new section 3 to read:  The Past 
President shall perform the duties as listed in the by-laws for 
each event and shall preside over the mentoring program.  

Note:  this will require renumbering section 3, 4, 5 to 4, 5, 6. Motion 
Passes.  

• Article IV, section 3 (old)  adding the phrase: She/he is 
responsible for the Lifetime Achievement process including 
contacting new recipients and the induction ceremony at 

the All West clinic. Motion passes. 
• Addition to by law Article XV, section 7 inserts a new 

item C. 
C. In the event of a miscalculation of a posted score/rating, a 
director has the option to request a formal score/rating 

review by the Executive Board.   The Motion Passes. 
• Amendment to By-Law Article XV, section 5  to read: G.  

Bands will sight-read the UIL level sight-reading music that 
corresponds with their grade level music performed on 
stage.  (i.e. Band performs Grade IV music on stage and then 
will sight-read the UIL Level IV (4) music).  The UIL level will be 

on the cover of the Score. The Motion Passes. 
• Amendment to by law Article VIII, section 1, item A, 

numbers 1 and 2 proposed to change to: 
A. Eligibility	
  shall	
  be	
  limited	
  to:	
  

1. 	
  Grades	
  9-­‐12	
  (Ninth	
  graders	
  may	
  audition	
  for	
  senior	
  and	
  junior	
  high	
  band).	
  
2. If	
  a	
  wind/percussion	
  ensemble	
  exists	
  at	
  a	
  specific	
  school,	
  then	
  only	
  the	
  director	
  of	
  that	
  ensemble	
  may	
  send	
  wind	
  and	
  percussion	
  

players	
  to	
  audition.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  if	
  an	
  orchestra	
  or	
  string	
  orchestra	
  exists	
  at	
  a	
  specific	
  school,	
  then	
  only	
  the	
  director	
  of	
  that	
  
ensemble	
  may	
  send	
  string	
  players.	
  	
  The	
  student	
  must	
  also	
  be	
  fully	
  enrolled	
  and	
  attending	
  the	
  same	
  school.	
  

The	
  motion	
  was	
  tabled	
  and	
  a	
  new	
  proposal	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  for	
  the	
  November	
  16th	
  meeting.	
  



• A motion was made apply for 501c3 Tax Exempt Status.  
Motion Passes.	
  

• Karen asks for a volunteer to serve as our representative 
on the Music Education Advocacy Task Force for Tennessee.  
Please email Karen if you want to serve.	
  

• Please make sure to fill out an info form for the TMEA 25 
and 40 year service awards.	
  

CAUCUS MEETINGS 
Jr. High Band Meeting Minutes 

• Nomination and election of Carol Chipman as the Jr. High Band Chair. 
• New director’s are encouraged to get involved and learn the process. 
• Please email any concerns you have to Carol Chipman before the Nov. 16th 

meeting. 
• A question was asked if beginning bands should go to Concert Festival.  

Participation was encouraged for the experience.   

Sr, High Band Meeting Minutes 
• More discussion and revision of proposal for Article VIII, section 1, item 

A. number 1 and 2 
• Stephen Price was nominated and elected to continue as the Sr. High 

Band Chair. 
• Suggestion made by Dwight Dodd to add guitar to solo and ensemble 

festival.  He will send officers info and literature. 
• Suggestion to have 2 rooms for French horn and trombone for 

auditions 

Jazz Caucus 
• Jeff Huddleston was re-elected as the Jazz Chair. 
• Swing Etudes suggested for All West that are more accessible an 

example are the Niehaus etudes. 
• At the WTSBOA Jazz Festival a clinic critique is offered in lieu of sight 

reading. 

Orchestra Caucus 
• Reconfigured 1st and 2nd violins for all west 
• New excerpts for AW 9/10 grade auditions 
• Clinicians announced 
• Orchestra representative,  Andy Palmer nominates James Weil and Pam 

Wilensky as co chairs 
• String Solo and Ensemble chair –Sheryl Lane 
• Concert Festival chair – Robin Greene 
• All West String Auditions – Jim Holcomb –site chair, Evnet Chair - Ptosha 

Furlow and Cynthia Navol 
Discussion of AW string audition judges 
8 judges, 1 bass – for all junior, 9/10, 11/12 prepared and sight reading 
   3 cello – 1 each, junior, 9/10, 11/12 prepared and sight reading 
   3 viola – 1 each, junior, 9/10, 11/12 prepared and sight reading 
   2 violin –junior 
   2 violin – 9/10 

2 violin – 11/12 
Three Registration Tables one for each group.  2 monitors for each 
judge 

• Solo and Ensemble Festival.  Propose to have both assigned times and 
come and go whenever. 

• 8-3 pm – sign in by 1 or 2 
• Send I request for a time for bus loads 
• Arlington HS Feb. 15th. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Congratulations to WTSBOA member ensembles who have been 

selected to perform for the October NAfME Convention and for 
the TMEA Convention. 

    The meeting was adjourned at 11:52. 
 
 
 
 

 


